Community Voices Meeting, October 16, 2025
Presentation by Zora Genoa, Senior Associate Attorney, Earthjustice
Meeting Attendance: 

	Action Items
	Date
	Notes

	Pipeline Safety Trust Conference
	Nov 13–14
	In New Orleans; funding available for affected residents

	Next Community Voices Mtg: Water Testing
	Nov 20
	PFAS + VOC testing results from Tap/Tchefuncte rivers

	NEPA/Army Corps Permit Comments
	Ongoing
	Public comments will be needed as new notices drop

	Westlake Permit Letter Campaign
	Starting now
	Online letter templates launching via M68M website

	
	
	


Meeting Summary 
Project Description
· Lake Charles Methanol proposes a "blue methanol" plant incorporating carbon capture and sequestration (CCS).
· Project includes Lake Charles Lateral Pipeline, proposed by Exxon’s subsidiary Low Carbon Logistics CCS Transport.
· CCS would theoretically send captured CO₂ to the Denbury-Exxon pipeline for storage or enhanced oil recovery (EOR).
· Methanol made from fossil gas + oxygen
· “Blue methanol” = includes carbon capture and sequestration (CCS)
· Framed as a recycled proposal:
· Same company has changed names/owners but proposed similar projects for over a decade.
· 2022 project (pet coke to methanol) defeated with local + regional help.

Legal Concerns
· Company claims 99% emissions reduction but made no regulatory commitment and that simply does not exist
· Most CCS projects capture only 30–80% of emissions.
· If not captured, the plant would emit 1.5 million tons CO₂/year
· Equivalent to 300,000 cars
· 95% of captured carbon in U.S. is used for EOR, not permanent storage.

CO₂ Pipeline Risks & Public Safety
· Highly corrosive, prone to rupture; over 100 incidents since 2004.
· LA has higher-than-average pipeline incident rates.
· Denbury pipeline leak in Sulphur (2024) released 100,000+ gallons of CO₂:
· Delayed response (2.5 hours)
· No public alert
· Residents learned via Facebook.
· Satarsha, MS (2020): 49 hospitalized, unconscious victims up to 1 mile from rupture.
· CO₂ plumes can:
· Travel >1 mile
· Cause asphyxiation
· Disable combustion engines, making emergency response impossible
· Set off chain reaction events in industrial corridors

Community & Infrastructure Mapping
Scott Eustis (Healthy Gulf) created an interactive route map showing:
· 2,000 ft setback zone (evacuation impossible within)
· 2-mile safety buffer zone
· Map shows pipeline runs near:
· Maplewood
· Hospitals, fire stations, City Hall
· Sasol industrial site
· Houston River, parks, schools

Existing laws only require ~50 ft setback; community urges formal adoption of 2,000+ ft buffer.

Regulatory & Legal Strategy
Project is fragmented by permit
· Each piece (air permit, water permit, pipeline, etc.) is approved separately.
· No regulatory body considers cumulative environmental or health impact.
· Parish/city ordinances can help — e.g., buffer zones, plume modeling requirements

Imminent Domain Concern
· Developers can apply for Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity, giving them:
· Imminent domain rights
· Ability to seize private land for pipeline or infrastructure
· Public notice for hearings is minimal (10 days) and only mailed to directly affected landowners.

Advocacy Strategy
· NEPA (National Environmental Policy Act) is one of few federal frameworks requiring cumulative impact consideration.
· Push for:
· Parish-level ordinances requiring flu modeling, buffer zones, transparency.
· Federal engagement (Army Corps, PHMSA, NEPA compliance).
· Public participation in permitting processes.
· Alert systems, first responder training, and preparedness funding.

Community Testimony Highlights
· Residents feared for their lives during the 2024 leak:
· “I went to bed not knowing if I’d wake up.”
· “Gas masks don’t work — we need scuba gear.”
· Emergency services unprepared:
· No electric vehicles or SCBA; responders were unequipped.
· Notifications were hidden or incorrectly posted (e.g., “legal notices in ditches”).
· Industrial tax exemptions cost the parish revenue, yet they’re behind on rent.
· Transparency failures:
· Agendas posted hours before meetings on Facebook only.
· Key decisions (lease extensions) passed without public knowledge.

Gulf South CCS Pipeline Buildout
· 600+ miles of proposed pipelines in LA alone
· 18 major CO₂ pipelines under review
· Compared to only 5,000 miles nationwide
· Project could impact 3,000–4,000 acres of wetlands (Section 404)




Q&A 
	#
	Question (Verbatim or Near-Verbatim)
	Answer Status
	Notes

	1
	“So is that 300,000 cars a year?”
	✅
	Zora confirmed: “Yes, per year… 1.5 million tons is equivalent to 300,000 gas-powered cars.”

	2
	“What was the location of that [leak] in Sulfur?”
	✅
	Zora responded: “Banks Road, just north of town, near the CCS pipeline tie-in.”

	3
	“Do our first responders even understand the risk? I don’t think they have electric vehicles.”
	⚠️ Partially addressed
	Discussion acknowledged their lack of equipment & training, but no direct agency response or commitment given.

	4
	“Can you even use a gas mask?”
	✅
	Answered by audience and Zora: gas masks are ineffective in low-oxygen CO₂ plumes; SCUBA gear would be required.

	5
	“How would residents even know [about a leak]?” / “How are people supposed to know how bad it is?”
	✅
	Residents shared they were notified via Facebook; no formal alert system exists. Zora acknowledged the failure.

	6
	“Was the one place [leak] north of us?”
	✅
	Locational confusion resolved — confirmed leak site was north of town.

	7
	“How is this tied to LNG?”
	✅
	Zora: “LNG projects are pairing with CCS for tax benefits. This is part of a pattern.”

	8
	“Can cities create their own pipeline buffer laws?”
	⚠️ Partially answered
	Zora: “Likely a parish-level issue — I’ll have to follow up.”

	9
	“How can I get notifications?”
	✅
	Clarified: only through legal notices in papers or community groups online.

	10
	“Are they already building?”
	❓ Unclear / Unanswered
	No direct response in transcript. Possibly discussed after recording stopped.



