Community Comment Letter – Strong Concern Version
To Whom It May Concern,

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the Chemical Waste Management Lake Charles hazardous waste permit.

Our communities are already burdened with pollution, flooding, industrial accidents, and health concerns, and it is unacceptable that there are still major unanswered questions about what contaminants this facility is handling and releasing into the environment.

The fact that PFAS “forever chemicals” may not have been fully tested or properly reported is alarming. These chemicals are linked to serious health problems and can remain in the environment for generations. Residents should not have to wonder whether hazardous chemicals are being moved, discharged, or disposed of without full public disclosure.

I am also extremely concerned that contaminants have already been found in groundwater near the facility, yet PFAS groundwater testing is apparently still not being conducted. That makes no sense. If the facility handles PFAS, then PFAS testing should be mandatory.

It is also troubling that EPA records show significant compliance violations in recent years. If a hazardous waste facility has ongoing problems with storage, containment, and compliance, then the public deserves stronger oversight — not business as usual.

This facility sits in a flood-prone area connected to Bayou Choupique and the Calcasieu River Basin. In Southwest Louisiana, we know what flooding can do. We know contaminants do not stay neatly contained during storms and hurricanes.

LDEQ should not approve this permit renewal until:
• PFAS testing is required in groundwater and landfill leachate,
• Groundwater monitoring is expanded and strengthened,
• Outstanding compliance concerns are fully resolved,
• The public receives full transparency regarding contaminants managed onsite, and
• Stronger protections are put in place for nearby communities and waterways.

The people who live here deserve better than unanswered questions and incomplete monitoring around a hazardous waste facility.

Thank you for considering my comments.

Sincerely,


____________________
Name


____________________
Address


Additional Personal Comment:
____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________





